BEAVER CREEK BAPTIST CHURCH

Hary D. Boulware

There were two groups of Baptists, the Tunkers and Seventh Day Baptists.
who mingled srnd exchanged ministers to such an extent that & distinet di~
vision wag not necessary.

4 group of Tunkers, originally from Fremch Creesk in Penmsylvania
settled in the area of Beaver Creek in 17h8 and by 1759 had assoclated for
religiocus purposes.

Morgan Edwerds, cne of the earlliest snd most respected Baptist his-
torians, traveled through the back country of the middle and southern
colonies gathering material for a history of the Scuthern Baptists. In 1772
he wrote - "Beaver, a 1ittle branmch running imto Broasd Hiver - They hold
their worship from house to house. The families number abour 25, whereof
50 persons are baptized. They had their beginning in thiz marnmer. About
the year 1748 Micheal Miller, Jacch Conomore and Leurence Free, with their
wives arrived hither from Commecocheague; after ithem came Hev. George Mariin
and Hans Weggoner snd their wives. ZThese united in communion the month of
July 1759."

Edwsrds ssid of Rev. George Martin that he bore an excellent character
and had the happy cas£ of mind, in that he was facetlous and devout at the
samé time.
| Hans Wagner, one of the foundirg fathers of the Beaver Creek congre-
gation did net come directly fram Connecocheague. A3 he migreted southward
he spent several years on the ¥sdkin River in ¥. €. In s journsl kept by
the Moravians whoe settled Wachovia he ig mentioned several times. ﬁne entry
dated Feb. 21, 175h states that ome of the Brothers returned from the Yadkin
where he had ordered some meel from Hams Wagomer. Upon his arrival in S. C.

ke zettled on the west side of Beaver Creek at the jumctiorn of Reedy Branch.
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Here he constructed a fort for the protection of hig family and the other
settlers of the zres. He continued to pursue his trade as & miller.

Tt is interestingz here toc not that st least one present member of
Besver Creek Church is descended from Hans Wagner.

The Beawer Creek Baptist Church was organized in 1797. There are no
early official church records. The earliesi records surviving start in
1863, consequently, information regarding the first bullding is traditicnal.
It is thought to have been 2 or 3 miles south of the preseni locatiom.

On Feb. 21, 1832 a deed was execuied from which I quote, "I, Enoch
Gruggs, Sr. in considerstion of the sum of $20.00, té me paid by the
Beaver Creek Baphtist Church, which is composed of members of Chester and
Fairfield Districits have sold unto the aforesaid Baptists a tract of land
containing li acres for the purpose of building & church therecn.” The
houndries are describsd az beginging a2t the spring. The deed was proved
by William Halsee and delivered to Samuel Fent and Williaw Jerkins.

There was no plsat recorded with the deed, but a resurvey was done
March 2, 18kk. However, the plat was not noi recorded until 104 years
later in 19k8.

In 1877 plens were made to comstruct & new building. The money needed
was raised in cne month. The names of the doners and amcunts eontri-
buted are recorded in the church minutes. ILogs were donated by members
gnd the lumber sswed loczlly. The comirsct was let for $8Lh9.50; leaving
# balance in the Beilding Fund of $1h.30. The dedicstion service was held
in July 1881.

A few years later s Bapistry and dressing rooms were bulit st the rear
of the church. FPrior té this time bapltisms were performed at & pocl main-
tained at a spring north of the church.

A tract of land was inherited by the church in 18%h and a parsonage




erected. It was firgt cccuplied by a pastor in 1501,

During the peried of 1571-1985 +he following projuects sere under-
taken and completed. A& pastorium wes buiid jointly with Blackstock First
Baptist, the rear of the church was redene, the interior painted, new pews,
carpet, & heating system and pir conditioning instelled, the exterior was
bridk vensered, 90 scres of land cleared and replanted with pine trees and
the roof rebuilt.

Une writer has said, "Trace the tistory of Bsptist of any blace or
vime and you will find thst we are a unigue people with 2 rich heritage.”
The Beaver Creek Congregation has a heritage of which we can be proud.

If we follow the example set for us by our forebsars and exercise faith,

diligence and perserverance we will kave a bright futuree
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